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Abstract 
Transgenerational transmission of family values and beliefs in upbringing children is performed continuously from generation to 
generation. Family system of values is determined by emotional relationships, attitude towards the family goals, principles, 
distribution of authority, and the preferred method of parenting style. In this regard, we wanted to investigate whether there were 
significant positive correlations between the assessment of parenting style in the primary student's family and their beliefs about 
the competent parenting. We examined 584 students of the University of Nis. The survey used the following instruments: Index 
of family relations (IFR, author of Hudson 1982) and the Parenting Styles and Dimensions Questionnaire (PSDQ, Authors: 
Robinson, Mandleco, Olsen, & Hart, 2001). We also used vignettes which present parenting styles of father and mother: 
authoritarian, authoritative, permissive, inconsistent and uninvolved. The results showed that authoritarianism in the student's 
primary family contributed to their favourable assessment of those families where a parent manifest was authoritarian and 
indifferent parenting style and student's primary family was consistently less favourable in the assessment of corrective actions 
within the authoritative, permissive, and inconsistent parenting style. Coercion and Non-Reasoning as authoritarian style features 
contributed to a better assessment of indifferent parental style. The reference literature (Baumrind, 1966, 1991; Rohner, 2009; 
Teti, Candelaria, 2002), this parenting style is recognized as the most dysfunctional, because of its negative impact on the child 
development outcomes. This implies that influence of dysfunctional parenting is transferred transgenerationaly, which confirms 
the systemic approach to the family and its transgenerational analysis of patterns of functioning. 
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Main text  
Upbringing in the family is based on the experiences of parents on desirable upbringing practices learned from their 
own family, or that have been recognized by watching others raise their children, reading literature and books, and 
listening to a variety of TV shows and in the media. However, it is very often the case that family value and belief 
system is passed on throughout generations, that we have strong conviction that the upbringing we were subjected to 
during our childhood is the best one. We wanted to test this claim in our research in which we monitored the 
parental upbringing styles in the families of our respondents, who are students from the University of Nis, and we 
assessed the actions of parents in the imaginary short stories, in which we described the rough, careless, and also 
tolerant and accepting actions of parents.    
 
1.1. Theory of parenting styles by Diane Baumrind 
 
 In the literature which is concerned with upbringing in the family the theoretical concept of D. Baumrind 
[1,2,3,4] is stressed out, who, relying on Shepher's model, defined three basic types of parent-child relations: 
authoritarian, authoritative and permissive. Authoritarian parents do not communicate with their children about the 
rules of behaviour they expect their children to follow. Authoritarian parental style is characterized by high level of 
control and demand for maturity, with low level of concern and clarity in communication. Authoritarian parents 
expect absolute obedience from their children and are very prone to harshly punish their children if they are not 
living up to that standard. Every conversation is discouraged with explanation that the parent has the last say in the 
matter. 
 Authoritative parenting style is characterized by parents who encourage verbal communication and initiative of 
their child. Authoritative style is characterized by relatively high but reasonable control appropriate for the age of 
the child. Authoritative parents express general acceptance followed by verbal communication, which often results 
in successful adaptation, independence and social responsibility. These parents practice firm control over their 
children and have clear demands about their children's behaviour. Children from the families with authoritative 
parenting style cherish their friendship bonds, are independent and are more adventurous, cooperative with their 
parents and aspired to successful life. Strategies of authoritative parents consist of: 1. construction of child's 
competences by including it in children's social competitions activities 2. relying on convincing rather than 
compelling a person 3. monitoring of children and empowering them when necessary 4. synchronization with ˝the 
principle of the sufficient minimum˝ when pressure needs to be applied in order to gain child's respect 5. use of ethic 
principle of reciprocity 6. involvement and engaged participation in a child's life. 
        Permissive parents rarely punish their children; they often accept and approve of actions of their children and 
their wishes. They have lower demands when it comes to responsibilities and appropriate behaviour of their 
children. These parents allow the children to regulate their activities, avoid control as much as possible and they do 
not encourage their children to respect the standards set by the outer world. Permissive parents are more responsive 
than demanding. Permissive style is characterized by low control followed by low expectations and general 
acceptance of the child, which results in low social responsibility and false independence of a child. This rearing 
style is characterized by high level of concern and understanding in communication, but low level of control and 
demands for maturity.  
 Mekobi and Martin according Teti, Candelaria, [5] have extended the typology of parenting styles Baumrind 
by adding permissive parenting style, another, permissively ignoring parenting style characterized by low demands 
and concerns for the child. In contrast to the original group of the permissive parents, who were very devoted to 
their children permissively ignoring parents were emotionally and physically distant from their children, showing a 
low level of care and support for their children. These results suggest that the consequences for children were even 
worse in these families than in those with authoritarian style with no warmth. In his later work, Baumrind [3] also 
adds another parenting style, uninvolved neglecting. These parents are neither demanding nor responsive, they are 
neither monitor nor support, but they can actively refuse, or to completely ignore their responsibilities to raise 
children. 
2. Method 
2.1. Problem of the research 
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     Advantages of authoritarian educational style in the upbringing of children are various, of which there are data in 
numerous studies. For example Lamborn et al. [6] shows that adolescents who come from authoritative families 
have significantly higher academic competence, significantly lower levels of problematic behaviour and higher level 
of psychosocial development, than adolescents from authoritarian, permissive and neglecting families. In their 
studies of adolescents' success in college Turner and his associates [7], Todorović [8,9,10,11]   states that the results 
of their researches show that authoritative parental style is a predictor of students' success in college.  
     The question is whether the awareness of the advantages of this rearing style is sufficient for its use or is it a 
stronger contribution of transgenerational experience transfer from the family of origin on raising children in the 
family of procreation. In families where children are exposed to authoritarian or inconsistent and neglecting 
upbringing style, eventually they accept such actions, they get used to them and adopt them as their own repertoire 
of behaviour, as well as estimates of what is desirable and what is not desirable in upbringing. This process may 
hinder the implementation of desirable parenting styles. In order to check this point, the survey was conducted in 
which respondents are assessed in a fictional family that shows some of the upbringing style modelled on Diana 
Baumrind, then fill in a questionnaire on educational styles in their own family. It is expected that the estimates of 
the families based on vignette will be more positive if they describe pedagogical actions of father and mother, which 
correspond to how the respondents were brought up in their primary families. 
 
2.2. Instruments 
 
       In this research was used the following instruments: Index of Family Relations (IFR, author of Hudson 1982) 
and the Parenting Styles and Dimensions Questionnaire (PSDQ, Authors: Robinson, Mandleco, Olsen, & Hart, 
2001). We also used vignettes which present rearing styles of father and mother: authoritarian, authoritative, 
permissive, inconsistent and uninvolved.  
      The situations of family life with a parent and a child aged 12 to 13 years are presented on the vignettes. The 
content on the vignettes of the uninvolved parental style was the following: Milica has a Serbian language exam and 
is in need of help. Mother is in the living room watching an interesting series. When Milica told her mother about it 
she replied: "Not now here comes the most interesting part, you can do it yourself." Below the vignette are given 
items of questionnaire Index of family relations (IFR). This questionnaire was supposed to determine to which 
extent is the family in which the story takes place happy or satisfied (e.g. members of this family are really nice to 
each other, or the child’s family provides great joy). Hudson found in his research that the internal consistency of 
the questionnaire IFR ranges from 0.91 to 0.98 in three different samples of students. And in our study, the 
questionnaire showed high internal consistency.  
 
2.3 Sample 
 
           The study was carried out 2011th at the Faculty of Philosophy, Science and Mathematics, Electronic and 
Mechanical Engineering in Nis. A total number of students was 574. Sample data are given in Table 1 In this sample 
there are 316 male students and 268 female students and 54% of the sample were men and 46% women. 
 
Table 1. Structure of sample according to faculty of  respondants  
 
Faculty Faculty of 
Philosophy 
Faculty of Natural 
Science 
Faculty of Electronics Faculty of Mechanical 
Engineering 
Frequency of 
percentage 
250 
42,8 
54 
9,2 
243 
41,6 
37 
6,3 
 
Tabela 2. Structure of sample according to in the group of the household  
 
With whome they 
live 
Complete family Incomplete families Extended family Single 
Frequency of 
percentage 
397 
69,7 
51 
8,0 
127 
21,6 
9 
0,7 
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3. Results   
After the test results were correlated on the assessment of the authoritarian, authoritative and permissive style 
of education in the respondents’ families of origin with their assessment of the quality of family relationships and 
parental treatments that are described in the stories. Table 3 shows the results obtained. 
 
 
       During the interpretation of the results it should be noted that the assessment of family relationships in the 
imaginary tales of the questionnaire IFR oriented so that higher scores indicate less favourable evaluation, and the 
lower contrast, the favourable assessment. So negative correlation of factors authoritarian style questionnaire PSDQ 
and authoritative, permissive and inconsistent education in the stories which were measured with IRF questionnaire 
indicate more favourable assessment of these styles, and a positive correlation with the authoritarian style with them 
point to a less favourable assessment of the imaginary family with these parenting styles. The results in the table 
clearly confirm the expectation that the beliefs about desirable educational matters are transmitted 
transgenerationally, but since it is mostly low, but significant correlations, which means that other factors can 
significantly contribute to a better assessment of family and upbringing in stories which display authoritative and 
permissively inconsistent upbringing. 
 
     What is somewhat unexpected result is more favourable assessment of the authoritarian style of IRF 
questionnaire by students whose fathers showed a permissive style of parenting, which does not apply to permissive 
mothers. The respondents believe that the authoritarian upbringing father is desirable, because they have 
experienced the permissive fathers and they were not satisfied. However, these results need to be verified, because 
the correlations are low, and the reliability of the scale permissiveness of PSDQ is not satisfactory [12]. In addition, 
we emphasize that we received very few significant correlations between the dimensions of education in the family 
of origin on PSDQ questionnaire with described authoritarian and uninvolved style of upbringing in the stories of 
Table 3. Connection between parental styles in the families of students and assessment of behaviour of parents and families in stories 
 
 Father behaviour 
   At Av P I U 
PSDQ factors 
 
Mother 
Factor of authoritative 
style -0,020 -0,194* -0,251* -0,160* 0,071 
Factor of authoritarian 
style -0,048 0,208* 0,260* 0,174* -0,080* 
 Permissivness -0,077 0,096* 0,108* 0,118* -0,004 
       
Father 
Factor of authoritative 
style -0,024 -0,137* -0,170* -0,171* 0,043 
Factor of authoritarian 
style -0,103* 0,220* 0,261* 0,133* -0,148* 
  Permissivness -0,130* 0,075 0,049 0,030 0,011 
   Mother behaviour 
   At Av P I U 
PSDQ factors 
Mother 
Factor of authoritative 
style -0,048 -0,280
** -0,192** -0,160** 0,079 
Factor of authoritarian 
style -0,076 0,171
** 0,199** 0,187** -0,101* 
 Permissivness -0,055 0,066 0,052 0,096* -0,001 
       
Father 
Factor of authoritative 
style 0,013 -0,207
** -0,127** -0,024 0,110** 
Factor of authoritarian 
style -0,120
** 0,173** 0,176** 0,150** -0,155** 
  Permissivness -0,095* 0,026 0,044 0,093* 0,004 
Key: 
At of Authoritarian style  
Av – Authoritative style  
P – Permissivness 
I – Inconsistent educational style 
N– Uninvolved  
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IFR survey. 
 
    4. Conclusion 
 
        Based on these results, we conclude that there is a transgenerational transfer of educational influence from 
family of origin on the assessment of desirable procedures in accordance with children and family relations, but also 
many other factors shape these estimates, given that the correlation are neither medium nor high intensity. 
Expectations regarding transgenerational transmission were that the correlation will be more intense, and although 
the hypothesis is confirmed the intensity correlation indicates that the prediction based on the parental styles in 
family of origin has a strong possibility to fail. On the other hand there is a question if we had monitored the actions 
of our respondents when they assumed the role of the parent. Perhaps the similarity in upbringing in the family of 
origin and family of procreation would have manifested more.  
      What is significant is that authoritarian educational style of the mother and father in the family of origin 
contributes to a better assessment of similar educational practices (authoritative, permissive, and inconsistent, which 
have a common feature of emotional warmth and less controlling attitude toward children), but there is no negative 
assessment of the authoritarian educational style, while only when the mother expresses lack of interest students 
whose fathers are authoritative deemed this behaviour as undesirable. On the contrary, in those families where 
mother and father are authoritarian, warmth and lack of punishment were considered undesirable parental styles. 
Those students who have been exposed to family with unquestionable obedience significantly disapproved of 
indulgence and warm emotional expressions of parents toward children. Students whose father was permissive 
better assess authoritarian father and mother. As if they lacked control from the father's side they probably see it as a 
concern and interest. These correlations are in favour of the fact that there is a tendency to transgenerational forms 
changes, or turning into the opposite. We say this with certain reservation because the scale of permissiveness is the 
one which is least reliable. 
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